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Muscular Dystrophy Australia boss shocked and saddened by death of two MD men in Perth
“It is a sad day for the Muscular Dystrophy (MD) community with the loss of these two young men in Perth
and we at Muscular Dystrophy Australia offer our deepest condolences to the families at this
heartbreaking time,” said Muscular Dystrophy Australia’s Executive Director, Boris M Struk.
It has been reported that two men with Muscular Dystrophy, both aged 25, living in the southern Perth
suburb of Beaconsfield have died at their home during yesterday’s major storms in which their residence
lost power.
“As the coroner is still yet to make a final report I do not want to speculate on the details of the incident but
one very real issue that people with Muscular Dystrophy face daily is ensuring they have access to power
at all times to run their ventilators,” said Mr Struk.
“Many of us worry about the materialistic things in life, about having a nice enough home, the newest car
or even enough cash to go out on the weekend. But for a person with severe MD they face the fear of not
being able to breathe without the assistance of the mechanical intervention of their ventilators,” said Mr
Struk.
Muscular Dystrophy is a progressive muscle-wasting disorder and people with the advanced stages of MD
may need to rely on a ventilator machine which breathes for them, as their lungs are too weak to work on
their own.
“My son has MD and so I know all too well the fears associated with ensuring he always has working
equipment and a back-up plan in place,” said Mr Struk.
“The three major things families or carers can do to prepare for unforeseen events is: to always ensure
you have back-up batteries for ventilators, be diligent in charging batteries that are in use and it is
imperative to register their home as ‘dependant on life support’ with their power supply company,” said Mr
Struk.
“I remember three years ago our family home had a power blackout and it was a very frightening
experience knowing my son’s ventilator had a finite amount of battery life left. After one and half hours
without power, I called our power company who we are registered with, and was informed it was being
turned back on within 15 minutes.”
“In that situation as a registered household, if the power was unable to be returned then the power supply
company would have arranged a back-up generator for our house in the interim as the battery life of many
ventilators is between 6-8 hours.”
“We hope the families of these men are given the space and privacy they need as this tragic time,” said Mr
Struk.
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