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Boy with MD’s plea to raise $5k to meet his hero in Sydney
A young boy living with the debilitating condition Muscular Dystrophy wants to fulfil his lifelong dream of meeting his
hero Marvel icon Stan Lee when he makes an appearance the Supanova comic convention in Sydney next month and
his family is appealing to the public to help him reach his goal of $5,000 to fund the trip.
“I think a lot of our son Jacob’s superhero worship stems from the progression of his disease, he looks at them and
wishes that he had some of those abilities. It gives him a chance to escape from the reality of his wheelchair and being
dependant on others,” said Jacob’s father, Gary Marsden.
“He is the biggest Marvel comics fan you will ever meet, meeting Stan Lee would be a dream come true, a memory he
will have and be able to talk about forever. He realises it would be a once in a lifetime opportunity,” said Gary.
Jacob Marsden is 16-years-old living with Muscular Dystrophy in regional Victoria and his bedroom is filled to the brim
with countless Marvel movies, games, memorabilia and comics.
Unfortunately for Jacob his idol Stan Lee, who is responsible for comics such as: the Hulk, Spider-Man, the X-Men;
amongst others, is only making an appearance at the Sydney Supanova convention from 13-15 June this year.
The Marsden family, who are already under financial strain due to the high costs associated with care for Jacob,
cannot afford the trip to Sydney but are doing everything in their power to try and make it happen, even selling the old
family car for extra cash.
“We have estimated that the whole trip will cost around $5,000 for flights, tickets, accommodation etc. and we just
don’t have that kind of money right now so we are asking the public to find it in them to give us a helping hand,” said
Gary.
“Jacob has seen every Marvel movie and Stan Lee is his absolute hero. Every time we watch a new movie Jacob can,
without fail, spot Stan Lee’s cameo appearances within seconds of him appearing onscreen,” said Gary.
“Superhero abilities and plot lines are a major conversation topic in our house and we would love to be able to make
this dream come true for our own superhero, Jacob,” said Gary.
Muscular Dystrophy Australia is helping the Marsden family by contacting Supanova to see if there is anything special
they can do for Jacob and are also appealing to the public or businesses to help lift some of the financial burden of
instate travel by making a donation.
“We think it is very important to help our young members of the MD community reach their dreams and that is why we
would like to put a call out to the public to help this family achieve this important milestone,” said Muscular Dystrophy
Australia’s Executive Director, Boris M Struk.
If you would like to make a direct donation to help Jacob achieve his goal of meeting Stan Lee in Sydney you can
make a deposit into the below bank account:
Name: Jacob C Marsden
Account number: 1332 878 88
BSB: 633 000
For more information or to let MDA know how you’d like to help, please call MDA on (03) 9320 9555.
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