
Sydney
02 9318 4000

Melbourne
03 9348 9191

Brisbane
07 3259 2100

Canberra
02 6124 5200

Perth
08 9228 5800

Adelaide
08 8362 2325

Hobart
03 6224 2000

Press Briefing
Attention:
Company: Muscular Dystrophy Association
Date: 12/06/07

1.  Muscular Dystrophy Assoc

1.1 PC rides Cambodia trails for MD
Bendigo Advertiser, 12/06/2007, General News, Page 4
By: None
Keywords: Muscular Dystrophy (3)

A BENDIGO police officer is in training for the biggest ride of his life one he 
hopes will improve the lives of many others. In October, Senior-Constable 
Pat Allan will take to the roads of Cambodia, cycling more than 500 
kilometres to raise money for muscular dystrophy.
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1.2 Wheelchair maii survives 80 km/h highway ride
Age, 09/06/2007, International News, Page 20
By: James Prichard
Keywords: Muscular Dystrophy (1)

GRAND RAPIDS A DISABLED man got the ride of his life when his electric 
wheelchair became lodged in the grille of a truck and was pushed down a 
highway for several kilo -metres at about 80 km/h. Ben Carpenter, 21, was 
unharmed but was taken to hospital as a precaution.
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1.3 Lucky I wore my seatbelt
Herald Sun (Melbourne), 09/06/2007, International News, Page 27
By: AP
Keywords: Muscular Dystrophy (1)

Grand Rapids - A disabled man got the ride of his life when his electric 
wheelchair became lodged in the grille of a truck and he was pushed down a 
highway for more than 6km at about 80km/h. Ben Carpenter, 21, was 
unharmed, but was taken to a hospital as a precaution.
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PC rides Cambodia trails for MD
A BENDIGO police officer is in
training for the biggest ride of his
life - one he hopes will improve
the lives of many others.

In October, Senior-Constable
Pat Allan will take to the roads of
Cambodia, cycling more than
500 kilometres to raise money for
muscular dystrophy.

Sen-Constable Allan will join 25
other cyclists in the physically
challenging journey from Phnom
Penh to the temple complex of
Angkor Wat as part of Challen-
geMD! 2007, organised by Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Australia.

It was the news that his friend's
young son had been diagnosed
with the debilitating disorder that
inspired Sen-Constable Allan to
take part.

He told how he and wife, Daniel-
le, were devastated when they
learned three-year-old Vincent

Rowe, the youngest child of friends
David and Lisa, was diagnosed
with a particularly aggressive form
of MD.

"He's got the worst form of it -
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy -
which means the muscles don't
form properly," Sen-Constable Al-
lan said.

He described Vincent as "a nice,
curly-haired, friendly little fella",
and how he would likely develop a
severe spinal curvature.

He said Vincent would probably
die before he was out of his teens
with respiratory failure, the most
common cause of death because
muscles in the upper body weaken.

"You sort of wonder, what can
you do?

"The main reason for the ride is
to get as much money raised as I
can, mainly to support David."

Sen-Constable Allan said Mr

Rowe, a friend of 25 years, who
lives with his family in Yarraville,
greatly appreciated his efforts in
taking part in the ride.

"I think he sees it as a way to
strike a blow against the disease,"
he said.

Sen-Constable and Mrs Allan
have organised a ball to help raise
the $5000 needed to take part in
the event.

The Challenge MD Midwinter
Ball will be held at the All Seasons
Resort on July 21.

Tickets are $65, including a
three-course meal and a band.

For further information about
sponsoring Sen-Constable Allan,
or purchasing ball tickets, email
sendpattocambodia(a gniail.coni,
or visit www.challengemd.org, or
contact him at Bendigo police
station on 5448 1300.

FUNDRAISING: Patrick Allan with Vincent Rowe. 3. and David Rowe
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Wheelchair man survives
80 km/h highway ride
By JAMES PRICHARD
GRAND RAPIDS

A DISABLED man got the ride of
his life when his electric
wheelchair became lodged in the
grille of a truck and was pushed
down a highway for several kilo -
metres at about 80 km/h.

Ben Carpenter, 21, was
unharmed but was taken to
hospital as a precaution.

He had been secured to his
wheelchair by a seatbelt.

Mr Carpenter, who has mus-
cular dystrophy, told a television
station that he thought he might
not make it through the ride.

"I was probably thinking that
this is going to keep going and
not stop anywhere," he told
WOOD-TV of Grand Rapids.

Mr Carpenter's father,
Donald, told the Associated
Press that his son had started to
cross at an intersection yesterday
in Paw Paw, west of Detroit.

But the traffic light changed
to green while his son was in
front of a semi-trailer, which
started moving.

Wheelchair bound Ben Carpenter

The wheelchair's handles
became lodged in the truck's
grille, the father said, and the
wild ride started.

Motorists called police on
their mobile phones, and a pair
of undercover police officers who
happened to be nearby saw what
was happening.

They pulled the truck over
and told the disbelieving driver,
Donald Carpenter said.

"It's a very bad story that
ended very well," the father said.

"We're just thrilled that he's
still around." AP
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Wild ride: Ben Carpenter recovers as police disentangle his wheelchair from the truck. Picture: AP

Lucky I wore my seatbelt
GRAND RAPIDS - A disabled
man got the ride of his life when his
electric wheelchair became lodged
in the grille of a truck and he was
pushed down a highway for more
than 6km at about 80km/h.

Ben Carpenter, 21, was un-
harmed, but was taken to a hospi-
tal as a precaution.

He had been secured to his
wheelchair by a seatbelt.

"The man spilled his soda pop,
but he wasn't upset," said Sgt
Kathy Morton of Michigan police.

Mr Carpenter, who has muscular
dystrophy, told TV he thought he
might not make it.

"I was probably thinking that
this is going to keep going and not
stop anywhere..." he told WOOD-
TV of Grand Rapids.

Mr Carpenter's father, Donald,
said his son had started to cross
at an intersection in Paw Paw,
west of Detroit. But the traffic
light changed to green while his
son was in front of a semi-trailer,
which started moving.

The wheelchair's handles be-
came lodged in the truck's grille,
and the wild ride started.

Motorists called police on their
mobile phones, and a pair ofunder-
cover police who happened to be
nearby pulled the truck over and
told the driver. He did not believe
what he was told until he stepped
from his cab and saw for himself.

"It's a very bad story that ended
very well," Donald Carpenter said.

"We're just thrilled that he's still
around." -AP
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