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Angus finds his
place in art
ONE in every 1000 Aust-
ralian men, women and
children is affected by
muscular dystrophy.

Ten-year-old Newtown
boy Angus McMahon
was diagnosed with the
condition at a young age
and was told he would
not walk beyond his
eighth birthday.

The genetic disorder
progressively and
irreversibly wastes away
muscle. It is caused by
incorrect genetic infor-
mation that prevents the
body from making pro-

teins needed to build and
maintain muscles.

Those affected can
gradually lose their
ability to walk, sit up-
right, breathe easily and
move their arms and
hands.

Angus understands he
will never be as
physically active as his
three younger siblings,
but has made the most of
what he can do.

Angus is a budding art-
ist and displayed his
dinosaur mural in the
Beyond Words exhibition

at the Geelong Court-
house in August.

"Arts is something he
can do to be on the same
level as everyone else,"
his mother Liz said.

November is Muscular
Dystrophy Awareness
Month, an annual event
that aims to raise aware-
ness and support those
affected.

There is no cure for
muscular dystrophy, but
researchers continue to
learn about treating the
condition and managing
symptoms.

Talent: Angus McMahon with his painting titled Dinosaurs
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Mission to tackle
muscle disease
By Jade Lawton

NEVILLE and Jan Palmer
are on a mission to raise
awareness of Muscular Dys-
trophy after the disease
claimed their son, Michael.

Michael Palmer of Calder-
meade went in to hospital on
22 June, celebrated his 17th
birthday in Dandenong Hos-
pital, and passed away on 9
October.

"His mind was willing. His
mind was 200 per cent, but his
body was negative 200 per
cent. With Muscular Dystro-
phy, it's not like you can just
slip another heart or lung in-
it's all of your muscles," Mr
Palmer said.

Michael was diagnosed
with Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy at three years. As
he got older, his muscles
degenerated from the feet
upwards.

He lost his ability to run
and walk. Eventually, he was
paralysed from the neck down
and needed assistance to
breathe.

But Michael could still
smile, and smile he often did.

"Some people might
whinge about being in awheel-
chair, but he had an amazing
attitude and outlook. He had
magnetism," Mrs Palmer said.

Michael's funeral on 16
October attracted about 300
people at the service, with
most having standing room
only.

Mr Palmer said the funeral
celebrated Michael's life and
was marked with several
touching speeches by those
who knew him.

"It was the proudest

Michael Palmer with his nephew Ashton, who also has
Muscular Dystrophy.

moment we have ever had,"
Mr Palmer said.

The couple asked guests to
donate money to the Muscular
Dystrophy Association
instead of bringing flowers.

The Saturday after
Michael died, his drag racing
club held a minute's silence
for him before the start of rac-
ing at Heathcote Park.

"It was the most touching
thing I have ever seen. I got
goosebumps," Mr Palmer
said.

Client coordinator at the
Muscular Dystrophy Associa-

tion, Stella Pentek, said Mus-
cular Dystrophy diseases
affected one in 1000 people in
Australia.

The Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy only occurs in boys
and for every 3000 male births
one is diagnosed with it and
Michael was afflicted by this
particular strain.

There is currently no cure
for the disease and sufferers
do not usually live past 30.

Donations can be made in
Michael Palmer's memory to
the Muscular Dystrophy
Association by calling 9320
9555.
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