
Cyclists plan to offer hope 
ON an incredible journey of 

discovery and hope Greenvale 

father Boris Struk will join pediatrician 

trician Andrew Komberg and 

boxer Barry Michael to cycle 

across Vietnam next year to raise 

money for muscular dystrophy 
research 

Mr Struk has already begun 

writing letters to community 
leaders and corporations in an 

appeal for support and the 

group ChallengeMD aims to 

raise $100 for treatments or 

a potential cure 

They will ride for 13 days on the 

back roads from village to village 

between Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh 

City 

Mr Struk said he had watched 

his son Ryan cope with the 

degenerative disease for more 

than 20 years 

Most sufferers do not survive 

past their mid 20s but Ryan is 

defying the odds 

At 25 he’s bright and intelligent 

but is trapped inside a body that 

no longer functions properly 

He has been in an electric 

wheelchair since he was nine 

cannot swallow unaided and 

relies on a ventilator to breathe 

"It’s a muscle destroyer a 

muscle-wasting disease and 
children 

dren are bom with it his father 

said 

"Children appear to be 

developing normally up until two 

or three years of age 

’The first signs are frequent 

tripping and falling They can no 

longer climb stairs and run like 

other children and are eventually 

unable to lift their hand to scratch 

their nose 

Mr Struk has already begun 

training for the 540-kilometre ride 

on a bike that was used by 

Olympians at the Sydney 
Olympics 

pics to get around the 
athletes’ 

village 

Mr Struk and Dr Komberg will be 

spending time In each 
Vietnamese 

namese village to find people 

affected by MD and offer them 

friendship and support 

"We want to build bridges with 

the Vietnamese community who 

have children affected by this 

devastating disorder 

Details www 

.org or 9320 9555 

____________________________________________________________________________________

1 300 652 111
CAL Licensed

 

Size:   101.64  sq. cm.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Date:
Page Number:
Edition:
Supplement:

Tuesday, 13 September 2005
7
First
Main

Try Australia’s easiest to use media release system at
www.rehame.com/rehameconnect

Market: Brunswick
Circulation: 61,302
Published: WEEKLY
Editorial: email the editor
Item No: P7525708

mailto:moreland@fcnonline.com.au

