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1.1 Fight for integrity cannot be compromised
Australian, 19/10/2006, Sport, Page 41
By: Matthew Syed
Keywords: Muscular Dystrophy (1)

When Francis Crick and James Watson cracked DNA, they could not have 
foreseen that their discovery had the potential to destroy sport as we know 
it.  Fifty years on, and as the scientific and technological innovations deriving 
from that remarkable breakthrough continue to accelerate the world of sport 
is at last waking up to the potentially apocalyptic consequences.
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1.2 Ball sure to go off with a bang
Benalla Ensign, 18/10/2006, General News, Page 27
By: None
Keywords: Muscular dystrophy (1), association (1)

The final Dustraisers charity ball will be staged in a field near Dookie this 
weekend. And in news certain to thrill fans of the "black tie and boots" event, 
organisers of this year's 27th annual ball say Saturday's finale will act as the 
perfect note to bow out on.
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1.3 Event to help family who lost baby son
Bacchus Marsh - Express Telegraph, 17/10/2006, General News, Page 51
By: None
Keywords: spinal (1), muscular (1), muscles (1), atrophy (1)

The Brimbank community has banded together to help the family of a baby 
boy who died earlier this year. Darcy Field, born in February, died on 
September 14 after battling spinal muscular atrophy a genetic disease that 
wastes away muscles.

Clip Ref: 24604570
350 words
Type: News Item
Photo: Yes

Clip Ref: 24604570
350 words
Type: News Item
Photo: Yes

1.4 Montanna's short life led to help for others
Hamilton Spectator, 17/10/2006, General News, Page 2
By: Marnie Reid
Keywords: spinal (4), muscular (3), muscles (1), atrophy (3)

Heywood couple, Julie Cini, and the late Ross Brownlaw, were devastated 
when they lost their little girl, Montanna, to spinal muscular atrophy (SMA). 
Another heartbreak came for the family just seven months later when Mr 
Brownlaw was tragically killed in a car accident near their farm in Heywood.
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1.5 Event to help family who lost baby son
Melton Express Telegraph, 17/10/2006, General News, Page 51
By: None
Keywords: spinal (1), muscular (1), muscles (1), atrophy (1)

The Brimbank community has banded together to help the family of a baby 
boy who died earlier this year. Darcy Field, born in February, died on 
September 14 after battling spinal muscular atrophy a genetic disease that 
wastes away muscles.

Clip Ref: 24605146
350 words
Type: News Item
Photo: Yes

Clip Ref: 24605146
350 words
Type: News Item
Photo: Yes



Sydney
02 9318 4000

Melbourne
03 9348 9191

Brisbane
07 3259 2100

Canberra
02 6124 5200

Perth
08 9228 5800

Adelaide
08 8362 2325

Hobart
03 6224 2000

This Press Briefing is published by Media Monitors Australia Pty Ltd ABN 11 002 533 851. Subscribers should refer to the original 
article before making any financial decisions or forming any opinions. 

This information is for the use of Media Monitors' subscribers only and may not be provided to any third party for any purpose 
whatsoever without the express permission of Media Monitors Australia Pty Ltd.



Ref:

Fight for integrity cannot be compromised
The appliance of science has promoted fears of a new form
of cheating destroying sport, as Matthew Syed reports
WHEN Francis Crick and James Watson
cracked DNA, they could not have fore-
seen that their discovery had the potential
to destroy sport as we know it.

Fifty years on, and as the scientific and
technological innovations deriving from
that remarkable breakthrough continue to
accelerate the world of sport is at last
waking up to the potentially apocalyptic
consequences.

Fear is in the air.
Geoffrey Goldspink, emeritus professor

of surgery at University College London,
understands the fear only too well. It has
gripped him since he began his pioneering
research into gene therapy, a revolutionary
technique that holds out the prospect of
cures for a range of debilitating diseases.

The idea is chillingly simple: administer
a new gene that causes the body's cells to
behave differently. In the case of Gold-
spink's development of Mechano Growth
Factor (MGF), a simple injection has been
shown to increase muscle mass in mice by
25 per cent within three weeks.

It is potentially wonderful news for
anyone suffering from muscular dystrophy.
But, as Goldspink foresaw, it has also
pricked the ears of weightlifters, track
athletes and other sportspeople who crave
extra bulk.

Instead of muscle being built by genes
inherited from parents, it is built by a gene
that came out of a bottle.

Goldspink believes it is possible that
MGF has found its way into the sporting
arena.

It is currently being produced in
California and China and I would not be
surprised if it were already being used by
sportsmen," Goldspink said.

His suspicions were corroborated by an
email exchange that came to light during a
court case in Germany in February, which

revealed coaches are jockeying to get their
hands on gene doping technology.

The troubling aspect of gene doping
in addition to the mortal danger faced by
those who exploit it before it has been
properly tested is that, because it
induces the body to produce performance-
enhancing proteins endogenously, it is
fiendishly difficult to detect. It has left the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA),
which has banned all forms of gene doping,
in a state of high anxiety.

But should it be worried? This is the big
question confronting all who care about
the integrity of sport and how it might be
preserved in the midst of the advances
emanating from medicine and genetics.

If gene therapy is proved safe and is
successfully utilised by the frail and elderly,
why not allow it to be used by sportsmen,
too?

The issue is brought into sharper focus
by the new science of psychopharmacol-
ogy, a hotbed of contemporary research
that involves the chemical alteration of the
brain. Clinical trials are being conducted on
drugs that promise to improve reaction
times and increase alertness, with more
advances in the pipeline.

It is probable that these cognitive
enhancers, if and when approved, will be
available to the mass market as they have
the potential to improve human wellbeing
and economic productivity. In such circum-
stances, it will be exceedingly difficult for
the authorities to prevent athletes from
jumping on the psychopharmacological
bandwagon.

This looming scenario has led to increas-
ingly vocal calls for a radical overhaul of
doping policy. Let athletes take whatever
they want, it is proclaimed, so long as it is
safe.

After all, why ban substances that are
undetectable or widely available? It is how

we respond to this seductive rallying cry
that will determine whether sport can
survive in any meaningful way.

First, it is important to nail the fallacy
that legalisation would take the cheating
out of doping. If the authorities legalised
safe substances, athletes would respond by
taking them in unsafe quantities; and if the
authorities declared a safe upper limit on
usage, athletes would respond by disguising
the quantities in the body.

The key issue, however, is that the new
technologies are not as impervious to
detection as first feared. In one of the most
dramatic developments of recent times,
WADA has mobilised some of the keenest
scientific minds in a last-ditch attempt to
thwart the cheats and the signs are looking
encouraging.

It is worth the fight. The widespread
legalisation of performance-enhancing
technologies would not only disenfranchise
athletes who could not afford to exploit
them, but would also alter the balance
between science and nature. Success would
be driven less by natural talent and more by
the sophistication of scientists. Sportsmen
would become bit-part players in a high-
stakes contest between eggheads.

This would destroy sport as we know it,
and this is understood by WADA as it
resists the clamour for legalisation and
continues to prohibit substances that
breach what it calls the spirit of sport. It is
also understood by those calling for
WADA to be given more resources to
strengthen detection.

Sport is caught in a deadly pincer
movement, with scientific progress on one
flank and ill-advised responses to it on the
other.

The stakes could not be higher.
The Times
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Ball sure to go
off with a bang

The final Dustraisers
charity ball will be
staged in a field near
Dookie this weekend.

And in news certain
to thrill fans of the
"black tie and boots"
event, organisers of
this year's 27th annual
ball say Saturday's fin-
ale will act as the per-
fect note to bow out on.

Regularly hosting up
to 2500 people, the ball
has long acted as a
fantastic fundraiser for

charities such as The
Starlight Foundation
and the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association.

The organising com-
mittee say they are ex-
pecting up to 1200
patrons for this week-
end's farewell.

Tickets to the final
Dustraisers Ball are
available for $80 pre-
paid or $90 at the gate.

For more informa-
tion, phone
0429 201 780.
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Event to help
family who
lost baby son

THE Brimbank community has banded together to
help the family of a baby boy who died earlier this
year.

Darcy Field, born in February, died on September,
14 after battling spinal muscular atrophy - a genetic
disease that wastes away muscles.

Darcy was diagnosed with type 1 of the disease -
the worst possible kind and fatal - soon after birth.

His parents Fiona and Adrian, who live in the
Geelong suburb of Newcomb, did everything in their
power to ensure their son's last days were comfort-
able.

Earlier this year, close friend and relative, Sarah
Jepson - whose children attend the.Bumside child-
care centre World For Kids - decided to kick-start a
fund-raising campaign to help Darcy and his
family.

Ms Jepson had enormous support from busi-
nesses, sporting clubs and child-care centres which
offered to help raise money for the family.

One of those to jump on board was World For Kids,
which organised a Krispy Kreme doughnut drive,
raising more than $700 for the cause.

"The family have suffered a lot of financial hard-
ship over the time and we wanted to help," World

For Kids director Melinda Harvey said.
The fund-raising campaign will culminate with

'Darcy Day', a carnival day to be held on Sunday at
Caroline Springs College's Brookside campus.

"What started off as a simple idea has snow-
balled."

Ms Harvey said the centre was glad to help out the
family - which also has a two-year-old son named
Patrick - in this difficult time.

"Every little bit helps. If we can make it a bit easier
then we will try.

"No one should be buryingtheir children."

'Darcy Day' will be held on Sunday, 9am-5pm at
Caroline Springs College and will include clowns,
a jumping castle, children's entertainment, and
more.
Tickets: Adults $6, Children $3. For more infor-
mation or to donate to the Darcy Reid Fund,
contact World For Kids on 83617767.

Helping hand: Sarah Jepson, in yellow, spends some
time at World For Kids with Melanie, 3, kindergarten
teacher Melanie, Alysha, 1, Jemma, 5, and Corey, 2.

Picture: Mark Stewart
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Montanna's short life led to help for others
By MARNIE REID

HEYWOOD couple, Julie Cini, and the late
Ross Brownlaw, were devastated when they
lost their little girl, Montanna, to spinal
muscular atrophy (SMA).
Another heartbreak came for the family just seven

months later when Mr Brownlaw was tragically
killed in a car accident near their farm in Heywood.
However, things have improved for Ms Cini, who is

just two months away from delivering the couple's
baby. And even though the child has a one in four
chance of having SMA, she remains positive it will
be fine.
The rare and fatal disease is caused by faulty spi-

nal cord nerve cells that fail to send messages to the
muscles.
Ms Cini said at two months old Montana wasn't

developing like a normal baby, she took her to the
doctor for what she thought was a cold, but it was
SMA affecting her breathing, that's when the doctor
referred them to the Royal Children's Hospital.
It took 10 days for the Heywood couple to get the

diagnosis on their little girl. The doctors didn't want
to alarm them without getting the proper test to
confirm the disease.
"The neurologist was completely up front with us,

he said that Montanna wouldn't last until her first
birthday," she said.
"From then on it became huge for the family, basi-

cally we were all in her room doing 24 hour care.
"The nurses came to check us and they couldn't

believe what we were doing."
In the last few weeks of Montanna's life, she

couldn't swallow, so up to 60 times a day they were
suctioning her mouth.
The family was told the care they were providing

for their child was so good she lived longer than she
was supposed to.
Montanna is one of 10,000 Australians to get the

generic disease, she died at 10 and halt- months.
"That wasn't meant to happen, you aren't meant to

bury your child," Ms Cini said.
After Montanna died, Ms Cini fell pregnant again,

at 13 weeks the couple could have had a test to
determine if the unborn child had SMA or not.
"The test could have resulted in a miscarriage," she

said.
"Ross didn't believe in that kind of thing, the week

he died I was supposed to have the test.
"He always said the baby doesn't have the disease;

he was always optimistic.
"I could sit here all day and if the baby hasn't

kicked for a couple of days I worry, because Mon-
tanna never kicked, but I have to remain positive.

On August 4, 2005, what would have been
Montanna's first birthday, the couple started the
Spinal Muscular Atrophy Association of Australia.
Ross and his brother, a web designer, started a

website to get information out to other families
affected by the disease.
The group raises funds for suffers of the disease,

with one of the machines that makes a child's last
months more comfortable, but which costs up to
$10,000.
"It's the quality of life, you're there intervening,

making the last few months of their life more com-
fortable," Ms Cini said.
The SMA association just had its first official func-

tion - a cabaret in Melbourne, but the next function
is bound to get hearts racing - skydiving in Port-
land.
Ms Cini said they needed about 30 people to make

the jump viable, with the deposit by November 30
and the big jump in December.
The money raised will go to helping sufferers of

SMA.
For more information phone Julie Cini on 5527

1097 or visit www.smaaustralia.com.

NINE days before Montanna died of spinal muscular atrophy, her mum Julie Cini said her eyes mesmerised all who met her
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THE last Christmas: Ross Brownlaw and Julie Cini at Christmas time last year,
Ross was tragically killed in a car accident this year and Julie's due to give birth
to their child in two months.

Ref:  24606663

Brief: RMUSCU
Index: 1.4

Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licenced copy

Hamilton Spectator
Tuesday 17/10/2006
Page: 2
Section:  General News
Region:  Hamilton VIC  Circulation:  5,731
Type: Regional
Size: 509.29 sq.cms.
Published: -T-T-S-

Page 2 of 2



Ref:

Event to help
family who
lost baby son

THE Brimbank community has banded together to
help the family of a baby boy who died earlier this
year.

Darcy Field, bom in February, died on September
14 after battling spinal muscular atrophy - a genetic
disease that wastes away muscles.

Darcy was diagnosed with type 1 of the disease -
the worst possible kind and fatal - soon after birth.

His parents Fiona and Adrian, who live in the
Geelong suburb of Newcomb, did everything in their
power to ensure their son's last days were comfort-
able.

Earlier this year, close friend and relative, Sarah
Jepson - whose children attend the Bumside child-
care centre World For Kids - decided to kick-start a
fund-raising campaign to help Darcy and his
family.

Ms Jepson had enormous support from busi-
nesses, sporting clubs and child-care centres which
offered to help raise money for the family.

One of those to jump on board was World For Kids,
which organised a Krispy Kreme doughnut drive,
raising more than $700 for the cause.

"The family have suffered a lot of financial hard-
ship over the time and we wanted to help," World

For Kids director Melinda Harvey said.
The fund-raising campaign will culminate with

'Darcy Day', a carnival day to be held on Sunday at
Caroline Springs College's Brookside campus.

"What started off as a simple idea has snow-
balled."

Ms Harvey said the centre was glad to help out the
family - which also has a two-year-old son named
Patrick - in this difficult time.

"Every little bit helps. If we can make it a bit easier
then we will try.

"No one should be burying their children."

'Darcy Day' will be held on Sunday, 9am-5pm at
Caroline Springs College and will include clowns,
a jumping castle, children's entertainment, and
more.
Tickets: Adults $6, Children $3. For more infor-
mation or to donate to the Darcy Field Fund,
contact World For Kids on 83617767.

Helping hand: Sarah Jepson, in yellow, spends some
time at World For Kids with Melanie, 3, kindergarten
teacher Melanie, Alysha, 1, Jemma, 5, and Corey, 2.

Picture: Mark Stewart
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