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PROFESSIONAL rugby league and AFL players won't be getting tax breaks, after the federal government rejected 

independent MP Bob Katter's proposal.  

The North Queensland MP has called for fairer average tax rates for professional footballers during their playing careers, saying 
while "these blokes get paid huge money ... their life at the top is very short indeed". 

The Katter proposal would allow players to average out their incomes over a 15 to 20 year period, meaning they would pay closer 
to 30 per cent rather than the top tax rate of 45 per cent. 

But Assistant Treasurer David Bradbury gave the tax plan short shrift, saying, "It's not unusual for people's incomes to vary over 
their lifetime." 

"Many workers take time out and work part time while raising a family, while at other times happily picking up a tough but well-

paid job for a short period of time - whether it's a stint overseas or in the mines or a job involving shift work or long hours," Mr 
Bradbury said on Wednesday. 

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott also dismissed the proposal. 

"I don't think we should have one set of tax rules for people in one occupation and a different set of rules in another occupation," 
he told reporters in Melbourne. 

"We should have one set of rules for everyone." 

Welfare groups accused Mr Katter of losing touch with reality. 

Muscular Dystrophy Australia spokesman Boris Struk said his organisation had lobbied for tax breaks for families of disabled 
children, to help with the cost of modifying cars to accommodate electric wheelchairs. 

"But it has fallen on deaf ears," Mr Struk said. 

"Unfortunately, these children with muscular dystrophy haven't been able to become sporting superstars, because apparently 
that's what's needed to get the attention of this misguided politician." 

The Australian Council of Social Services (ACOSS) said tax reform should focus on how to pay for services such as the national 
disability insurance scheme, the Gonski education reforms and an increase in the Newstart allowance. 

"I don't think we should be providing generous tax breaks for people on higher incomes," ACOSS chief Cassandra Goldie said. 

"As far as I'm aware there is a lot of effort being done, within various fields of sport, to ensure that sports people do have a plan 
in place for securing their economic security over their lifetime." 

Mr Katter said footballers deserved different tax treatment because they risked life and limb "to provide joy to the millions of 
fans". 

"When you look at their income over a 20-year period, even for the giant stars, it is relatively poor," he said. 



 
 
 


