
Wealthy,
sporty
types to
cough up
after all
PROFESSIONAL rugby 
league and AFL players 
won’t be getting tax 
breaks, after the federal 
government rejected inde-
pendent MP Bob Katter’s 
proposal.

The North Queensland 
MP has called for fairer av-
erage tax rates for profes-
sional footballers during 
their playing careers, say-
ing while “these blokes 
get paid huge money … 
their life at the top is very 
short indeed”.

The Katter proposal 
would allow players to 

would allow players to 
average out their incomes 
over 15 to 20 years, 
meaning they would pay 
closer to 30 per cent 
rather than the top tax 
rate of 45 per cent.

But Assistant Treasurer 
David Bradbury gave the 
tax plan short shrift, say-
ing, “It’s not unusual for 
people’s incomes to vary 
over their lifetime”.

“Many workers take 
time out and work 
part-time while raising 
a family, while at other 
times happily picking up 

times happily picking up 
a tough but well-paid job 
for a short period of time 
— whether it’s a stint 
overseas or in the mines 
or a job involving shift 
work or long hours,” Mr 
Bradbury said.

Opposition Leader Tony 
Abbott also dismissed it.

“I don’t think we should 
have one set of tax rules 
for people in one occupa-
tion and a different set of 
rules in another occupa-
tion,” he said.

Welfare groups accused 
Mr Katter of losing touch 

Mr Katter of losing touch 
with reality.

Muscular Dystrophy 
Australia spokesman Boris 
Struk said his organisation 
had lobbied for tax breaks 
for families of disabled 
children.

“Unfortunately, these 
children with muscular 
dystrophy haven’t been 
able to become sport-
ing superstars, because 
apparently that’s what’s 
needed to get the atten-
tion of this misguided 
politician,” he said. 
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