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The trash that
became treasure
THE `author' of a best-selling
satirical novel about status-
obsessed mothers who gather
outside the gates of private
schools is guest speaker at a
Women in the Workplace lunch
in Mt Eliza next month.

The `author' is actually two
women, Lisa Blundell and
Michelle Hamer, who jointly
write under the pen name of
Cate Kendall, and their book
Gucci Mamas created great
interest when published in 2007.

Reviewers loved the juicy tale
of rich bitch society mums and it
was dubbed the book form of the
hit television series Desperate
Housewives.

One reviewer wrote: "Prada,
passion, bitching, adultery, cos-
metic surgery, people's horrible
pasts coming to get them and
moments of high medical
drama, Gucci Mamas is trash
and treasure all at once."

Blundell and Hamer, penin-
sula residents with four children
each, cooked up the book over
coffee after dropping off their
children at private schools and
while poking fun at the posh
mums of the private school
world.

Their follow-up novel,
Versace Sisters, is due for
release on May 1.

Blundell's work career started
in advertising and marketing,
and she is currently running
Australia's Biggest Book
Group, a book club with

R.

Oh Mama: Authors Lisa Blundell and Michelle Hamer

100,000 members that raises to network with
funds for the Muscular Dys- minded women".
trophy Association of Australia.

Hamer is a journalist who was
an editor and columnist at The
Age and is the author of several
other books including It
Couldn't Happen to Me, How it
Feels, and Caesarean Culture.

Lunch organiser Kerri Polites
said the Mt Eliza event was
"another wonderful opportunity
for women from all walks of life

other like-

Women in the Workplace lunch
Is from noon-2.30 on Tuesday,
May 19 at Canadian Bay Hotel,
35 Ranelagh Drive, Mt Eliza.
Tickets cost $37 and include a
two-course meal and glass of
wine. Book and pay by May 12
with Peninsula Visitor Infor-
mation Centre on 59873078 or
toll-free on 1800 804 009.
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Charity wins at auction
A NEW home auctioned for the
Good Friday Appeal has raised
$670,000 for the Royal Chil-
dren's Hospital.

Up to 400 people attended the
auction for the 41-square, four-
bedroom house in Persini Cres-
cent, St Albans. There were 45
bids starting from $350,000.

Lucky buyer Viet Le, 22, of St
Albans, said he was happy with
the purchase.

"It's a fantastic new area, very
close to the city and public trans-
port. I didn't think I was going to
buy it. The price was fairly high
and I was initially looking for a
house with a bit of a lower price,"
the first-home owner said.

"I didn't inspect the house
before the purchase either. I

never got the chance to look at it,
but I trusted my dad's judgment
on that."

Up to 200 of Brimbank's traders
volunteered their time to build the
house, developed by VicUrban
and Henley Properties.

St Albans resident Julieanne
Bugeja, mother of four-year-old
Alyssa, who suffers from spinal
muscular atrophy, moved the
crowd at the auction to tears.

"It takes many special doctors
and carers, along with expensive
equipment to help Alyssa experi-
ence a happy and healthy life,"
she said.

"Given that I only live six doors
down the road, this charity
auction is close home for me, in
more ways than one."

Good cause: Vet Le with Henley's Jessica Jones and VicUrban's Nic Mesic
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Charity wins at auction
A NEW home auctioned for the
Good Friday Appeal has raised
$670,000 for the Royal Chil-
dren's Hospital.

Up to 400 people attended the
auction for the 41-square, four-
bedroom house in Persini Cres-
cent, St Albans. There were 45
bids starting from $350,000.

Lucky buyer Viet Le, 22, of St
Albans, said he was happy with
the purchase.

"It's a fantastic new area, very
close to the city and public trans-
port. I didn't think I was going to
buy it. The price was fairly high
and I was initially looking for a
house with a bit of a lower price,"
the first-home owner said.

"I didn't inspect the house
before the purchase either. I

never got the chance to look at it,
but I trusted my dad's judgment
on that."

Up to 200 of Brimbank's traders
volunteered their time to build the
house, developed by VicUrban
and Henley Properties.

St Albans resident Julieanne
Bugeja, mother of four-year-old
Alyssa, who suffers from spinal
muscular atrophy, moved the
crowd at the auction to tears.

"It takes many special doctors
and carers, along with expensive
equipment to help Alyssa experi-
ence a happy and healthy life,"
she said.

"Given that I only live six doors
down the road, this charity
auction is close home for me, in
more ways than one."

Good cause: Viet Le with Henley's Jessica Jones and VicUrban's Nic Mesic
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