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Study tour inspires
A visit to Macedon Ranges by Loddon

Murray Community Leadership Pro-
gram (LMCLP) participants was part
of a study tour when they gathered
with colleagues from nine other lead-
ership programs from across Victoria
recently.

The participants joined for a state-
wide focus on leadership as part of a
three-day program which also included
Melbourne.

The study tour A Leadership State'
featured a range of speakers, including
the Premier, John Brumby and Trans-
port Minister, Peter Batchelor, who
shared stories of their leadership jour-
ney with the LMCLP group.

In addition, participants of various
programs discussed differences within
each leadership group and emerging is-
sues faced in their various regions.

This enabled a statewide perspec-
tive on the challenges and opportuni-
ties faced by community leaders.

The tour challenged the group to
look closely at metropolitan issues and
compare them to those experienced in
her area.

LMCLP participants found them-
selves on the streets of Melbourne,
visiting the Queen Victoria Women's
Centre, The Big Issue and Parlia-
ment House where State Opposition
leader, Ted Baillieu, and local member,
Wendy Lovell, spoke to the group and
answered questions about their leader-
ship journeys.

"Always ask questions," was Ted
Baillieu's advice.

The Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion hosted the group for lunch, with
executive director, Boris Struk, inspir-
ing participants to strive, `look outside
the box' and think big.

A highlight of the three-day study
tour was an ANZ-sponsored dinner
on the 34th floor of their Collin Street
building with views across the city, and
a range of speakers focusing on philan-
thropy and social justice.

Day three saw the LMCLP group
travel to Kyneton in Macedon Ranges

r

A visit to the Victorian Women's Trust Centre, Melbourne was among stops for Loddon
Murray Community Leadership Program particpants as part of recent study tour.

Shire to focus on issues facing the ur-
ban fringe.

The group also took part in work-
shops on public speaking and project
management.

Redesdale resident, Sue Stewart
particularly enjoyed the visit to Parlia-
ment House.

"It is an absolutely beautiful build-
ing, and I thought Wendy Lovell's quote
of `Always keep a dream in your pocket'
was very good," Sue said.

For Warwick Clarke of Castlemaine.

the highlight of the trip was meeting Bo-
ris Struk, executive director of the Mus-
cular Dystrophy Association.

"His passion to help people not only
in Australia, but worldwide, was an in-
spiration to me," Warwick said.

Applications are now open for the
2010 Loddon Murray Community Lead-
ership Program.

Further information and application
forms can be found at www.lmclp.org.au
or by telephoning Julie Slater on 5498
3270.
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