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Muscular dystrophy awareness
It is estimated that 42

people living in East
Gippsland Shire are
affected by a neuro-
muscular disorder.
November is Muscular

Dystrophy Awareness
Month, an annual event
that aims to raise
awareness of Muscular
Dystrophy and other re-
lated neuromuscular
disorders, and the peo-
ple that are affected by
them.
Neuromuscular disor-

ders affect one in every
1,000 Australians.
These debilitating mus-
cle destroying disorders
can affect anyone - from
young children to ma-
ture adults. male or fe-
male. Their common
symptom is the progres-
sive and irreversible
wasting of muscle, lead-
ing to decreased
mobility and often, a
shortened life expectan-
cy, sadly there is no

cure.
It costs around $1.5

million per year for MDA
to provide its vital ser-
vices to the MD commu-
nity. MDA is also a
major sponsor of re-
search conducted at the
National Muscular Dys-
trophy Research Cen-
tre, a world-leader in
Muscular Dystrophy re-
search.
The Muscular Dystro-

phy Association (MDA)
is committed to improv-
ing the quality of life for
those affected by mus-
cular dystrophy. MDA
supports the MD com-
munity through the pro-
vision of information
and support services,
respite and recreation
programs, education
and training.
MDA provides funding

to the National Muscular
Dystrophy Research
Centre, through the
Muscular Dystrophy Re-

search Foundation es-
tablished by MDA in
1985 to ensure suffi-
cient funding of world-
class research projects.
Today, MDA is
renowned for funding
excellent research pro-
grams, providing quality
respite services and
supporting those mem-
bers of our community
affected by muscular
dystrophy.
A report titled The

Cost of Muscular Dys-
trophy' has revealed
that the cost of MD is
estimated at $1.5 billion
per annum, equating to
a financial burden of
$126,000 per annum for
each family affected by
MD, and consists of
health care costs, aids
and equipment, person-
al care, transport and
productivity lost due to
lower employment, ab-
senteeism and prema-
ture death.

Ref:  44284217

Brief: MUSCU

Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licensed copy

East Gippsland News
Wednesday 26/11/2008
Page: 19
Section:  General News
Region:  East-Gippsland VIC  Circulation:  15,858
Type: Regional
Size: 128.50 sq.cms.
Published: --W----


