
Wheel ie ’s Rest 

changes hands 
After six years of accommodating groups of disabled people at 

’Wheelies 
Rest’ 

at Smith’s Beach Dawn and John King are handing 

ding over the keys of the business that they have poured their 

hearts and souls into ...  to the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association 

tion 

The opening of Wheelies 

ies Rest six years ago 

just a stone’s throw from 

beautiful Smith’s Beach 

made it possible for disabled 

abled people .  .  .  and 

their families and carers 

....  to enjoy a beachside 

holiday on the island 

often for the first time 

ever in first class 
accommodation 
Wheelie’s Rest was 

very thoughtfully 
designed 

ned to accommodate 
even those who were 

severely disabled with 

state of the art facilities 

to cater for specialised 

needs and requirements 

And since its doors 

opened it has been 
enjoyed by many hundreds 

dreds of disabled people 

and their families 

Many of those using 
the facility were able to 

enjoy a beach holiday 
when this had not been 

possible previously 
The only ingredient 

missing was access to 

the beach 
Dawn King decided to 

do something about this 
After strong 

campaigning 

ning and enlisting the 

help of generous benefactors 

factors and volunteers 

Dawn was the driving 
force behind the establishment 

lishment of a wheelchair 

access ramp onto 

Smith’s Beach 

And anyone present on 

the day it opened about 

two years ago will never 

forget the joy of the disabled 

abled people who chris- 

christened 

tened it as they felt the 

sand arid the sea 
beneath their toes for the 

first time 

The establishment of 
Wheelies Rest and the 

disabled access ramp 
has subsequently made 
a huge difference to the 

lives of so many disabled 
people both young and 
old ...  as they 

experience 

ence for the first time 
what the rest of us simply 

ply take for granted as 

part of everyday life 
So it is with great relief 

that John and Dawn 
retire from this project 

knowing that the work 
that they have begun will 

be continued by the 
Muscular Dystrophy 
Association (MDA who 
are now taking Wheelies 

Rest over 

MDA have been using 
Wheelies Rest as part of 

their ’Operation Shortbreak’ 

break’ program since it 

opened and describe it 

as a "terrific facility in a 

terrific environment 
"To have a facility thai 

is as good as this one on 

Phillip Island will be 

great said Boris Struk 

executive director of 

MDA at a handover ceremony 

emony on Wednesday 

His youngest son 
Ryan 23 was diagnosed 
with Duchenne Muscular 

lar Dystrophy at the age 
of three and a half and 

since that time Boris 

has devoted much effort 

initially as a volunteer 
and later as executive 
director 

Speaking on Wednesday 

day Boris said that MDA 
would promote Wheelie’s 
Rest extensively to 

community 

munity residential 
groups and to families 

with a disabled member 
"The wheelchair beach 

access is unique and we 

are keen to promote this 

facility he commented 

MDA has the world’s 

busiest internet site on 

muscular dystrophy 
"We are therefore in a 

position to promote this 

opportunity to other 
markets Boris said 

"So many people are 

not aware of what is 

available 

Future plans 

Dawn and John plan 

to spend the next few 

months travelling 
around Australia with 

the Land Rover Club in a 

convoy of 21 vehicles 

On their return they 
will settle back on Phillip 
Island 

And resume their 

interest in the welfare ol 

disabled people 
Dawn’s next project is 

to make Phillip island 

the most accessible tourist 

ist destination in Australia 

tralia "so disabled people 

are able to enjoy the type 

of holiday we all simply 
take for granted 
We have no doubt that 

she will 
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Dawn King (centre hands the keys of Wheelie’s Rest to Boris Struk (left CEO of the Muscular Dystrophy 

phy Association at a ceremony at Smith’s Beach last Wednesday 
Present to witness the handover are from left Geoff Hilton MP Ken Smith MP Neville Goodwin Bass 

Coast mayor Alan Bawden Bass Coast CEO and John King 
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