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Cup's home sacred to Pagan
Books I Kristin Owen

TWO-TIME AFL premiership-
winning coach and Moonee
Ponds resident Denis Pagan re-
veals in a new book that the race-
track is where he likes to relax.
My Diverse Australia is a

96-page book of photographs
taken by prominent Australians
of their favourite places.
Sale proceeds go to Muscular

Dystrophy Australia, which aims
to raise more than $150,000 from
this project to go to finding a
cure.

Pagan took a photograph of the
home of the Melbourne Cup for
the book.
"Flemington Racecourse is

where the magic happens. It's
where Phar Lap became a legend
and where Makybe Diva marked
her name in history. It is the pin-
nacle of Australian racing,"
Pagan said.
"Through the years of coaching

AFL, Flemington was where the
stress melted away. With its elec-
tric atmosphere and the thrill of

the race, to win there is inde-
scribable."
Pagan has a long-standing

interest in horse-racing and
owns an unraced three-year-old.
But he maintains it is an urban

myth that he planned to train
racehorses after coaching AFL
teams, despite the fact he said so.

"It was just a throwaway com-
ment," he said.
-More: mda.org.au

Dennis Pagan picked Flemington racecourse as his favourite Australian place. N23MV530
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prideofaustralia nationalmedal2009

Tribut to thos
inspiring a nation
Tomorrow night the Pride of Australia national award ceremony
takes place in Sydney. Medals will be awarded to ordinary
people who've done extraordinary things. Here are the finalists

pride
ofaustralia
nationalmeda12009

YOUNG LEADER MEDAL
A person under 25 years who has
advanced a community, or will advance
a community, through academic or
personal endeavours.

Annie Grindrod
NSW / ACT

Diagnosed with juvenile
rheumatoid arthritis, Annie
advocates improvements
for children in health

care, to promote better understanding by
the community for all children with
chronic illness.

Khadiia GbIa
Khadija is an outstanding
young leader within the
African migrant community
and the broader youth
community of South
Australia. She is involved in many
organisations within the community.
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she has supported

Kate Smith VIC
Kate endured her first
major operation when
she was just days old.
Throughout her life

many environment, social justice and
humanitarian causes including World

Vision, the Red Cross, Cancer Council
and Guide Dogs, to name just a few.

Jacqui Fishwick TAS
Jacqui is determined to
ensure that none of us
will ever have to mumble
any of the national anthem
again. Her simple idea was
to have the lyrics printed on the side
of a milk carton. After many letters
she succeeded.

David Yohan QLD
Born in Ethiopia and
entering Australia under
a humanitarian program,
David has used his
passion for basketball to

help young people from diverse cultures
develop a sense of trust, belonging
and purpose.

Sam Loughridge WA
In 2008, Sam went with a
school group to improve
conditions at orphanages
in China and Qingdao. He
also contributes to other
causes and still manages to excel both
academically and on the sporting field.

Felicity Wardle NT
Recently Felicity was
made chairman of
the 2009 the Youth Round
Table and is heavily
involved in organising the

Human Rights Awards on behalf of the
Darwin Community Legal Service.

ENVIRONMENT MEDAL
For an Australian or group of Australians
whose actions prove that, by making
one degree of difference to their
local environment, people can make
a difference to the broader community.

John Blunt NSW /ACT
For 14 years John has
followed his vision to
inspire landowners to
improve not only their
own properties but also

the public land surrounding their land by
planting trees to prevent erosion.

Jan McFarlane SA
Jan has a strong
dedication and passion
for working with
students to ensure
they have a voice

and a say on environmental
issues leading them to real
environmental action within the
school and its community.

David Burrell VIC
Known by many as the
"Roo Whisperer", David
has spent 20 years rescuing
and rehabilitating Australia's
native wildlife. His efforts
have seen more than 30,000
animals rescued.
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Craig Webb TAS

Since his Raptor
and Wildlife
Refuge (with the
biggest aviary
in the southern

hemisphere) was established,
Craig has been responsible for
the recovery and release
of countless wedge-tail eagles.

Sandra Chariton QLD
After becoming concerned
about the potential impact
the introduced noxious
fish tilapia could have in
the Mulgrave River,

Sandra conducted extensive research
and consultation to help eradicate
the problem.

Kevin Kenneally WA
Professor Kenneally
has devoted his life to
the encouragement of
environmental studies in
WA and is also a leading
botanical researcher internationally
recognised for his studies in the
Kimberley.

Christine Bond NT
Christine has spent the
past four years working
tirelessly to improve the
conditions of animals
in remote communities,

which in turn leads to less illness among
the children of those communities.

EMERGENCY SERVICES
MEDAL
To recognise a member or members
(professional or volunteer) of the police,
fire, ambulance, coastguard and air
rescue service who have worked on the
frontline to protect the community.

Graham Tomkinson
NSW / ACT

Graham works for the NSW
Police, holding the position
of District Emergency
Management Officer,

and dedicates his life to ensuring that
communities are prepared and protected
from emergencies and disasters. He is
also a regular blood donor, having made
more than 60 donations.

SA

John is a local officer who
does not hesitate to go
above and beyond the call
of duty helping residents
with furniture moving,

lawn mowing, etc. He also finds the
time to raise funds for the Angel Flight
organisation.

Ian Hamill VIC
Andrew Walker VIC
Ian (right) and Andrew
(below) are not just mates;
they are heroic police
officers who saved

hundreds of people
as an inferno devastated
Marysville during
Victorian Black
Saturday firestorm.

Jennifer Hamer TAS
Jennifer is renowned for
her selfless dedication
and rich understanding of
people in trouble during
her 40 years as a member
of the Strahan Fire Brigade. This mother
of three daughters has also served with
Volunteer Coastal Patrol for 17 years.
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Wayne Cummings
QLD

Wayne is a part-time
member of the Disaster
Victim Identification
team. In this role he was
deployed to Bali after the bombings and
to Victoria after the horrific bushfires.

injuries as a result of a

Matt Butcher WA
Constable Butcher
suffered massive head

headbutt and has suffered
brain damage. His

optimism though is truly inspirational.

Kevin Smith NT
Kevin has been a volunteer
since 1967, beginning

with St John
Ambulance in
Sydney. In 1996,
Kevin joined the Northern
Territory Emergency Service
and remains an active volunteer
to this day.

SERVING
AUSTRALIA MEDAL
For an Australian in the defence
force, on or off the frontline,
who showed extraordinary
courage and devotion to duty
under extreme circumstances.

Ashley Moran
NSW / ACT

During his last
tour to Iraq in
2006, Ashley
was promoted to

command his own section and stayed
for a further three months after his
tour had finished to work with another
battalion. He has also served in East
Timor and Malaysia.

Julian O'Shea SA
Julian believes engineers
have a positive role to play
in addressing many of
the significant challenges
of the 21st century and

Hayden Archibald VIC
The only Australian serving
with the US military,
Hayden suffered a loss
when a co-pilot was shot
and killed during a mission

in Afghanistan. He's been awarded an
American Air Medal.

Michael Lyddiard QLD
Badly injured in Afghanistan
when a roadside bomb
he was about to clear
exploded, Sgt Lyddiard
retains his optimism,
humour and pride. Despite losing an
eye, his lower right arm and two fingers
from his left hand, Sgt Lyddiard returned
to duty.

Liam Haven WA

Liam was wounded in
action by a roadside bomb
in Iraq in May 2008 and is
in a rehabilitation program
designed to provide

him with skills so he can return to his
battalion based in Brisbane.

Craig Hansen NT
Despite injuries sustained
in Afghanistan in
September 2008, Craig
still sees a future with the
Australian Army and his
hard work, determination and strength of
character will make that a possibility.

INSPIRATION MEDAL
To recognise a member of the teaching
profession, state or independent, who
has been truly inspiring.

Ruth Elliott NSW /ACT
Ruth is still teaching at 76.
She has been teaching
children with special
requirements for
the Education Department

for more than 50 years and sees
teaching as a way of life, not a job.

Oksana Koncewicz SA
Oksana voluntarily tutored
one of her students who
was diagnosed with brain
cancer, in her own time at
the student's home for 18
months. The student could then make a
smoother transition back to school.

Joanne Larkin VIC
For 15 years Joanne has
been a teacher, coach,
mentor and role model to
kids and young adults with
an intellectual disability.

She also mentors young referees, and
runs school holiday clinics for disabled
athletes.

Anna Jones TAS

Since arriving to teach
kindergarten at Geeveston
five years ago, Anna has
transformed the area's
approach to childhood
education with special programs such
as her Possum Gym and Toy and Book
Library.

Bernard Kelly QLD
Bernie believes all children
deserve the right to leave
school knowing they
can make a difference.
He founded the not-for-

profit Australian Youth Development
Association 20 years ago.

is highly involved in the technological
community.
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Andrew Wilson WA
For over 20 years, Andrew
has been an Education
Support Principal,
assisting and challenging
students with disabilities.
He constantly looks at new research and
trends to improve conditions.

Renez Lammon NT
Not only does Renez
encourage her students
academically but also
in many extra-curricular
activities such as sports

and she has travelled to Darwin on a
number of occasions for various carnivals.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT
MEDAL
To recognise an individual or a group
whose selfless, tireless and largely
unacknowledged actions have enriched
the lives of those around them in
their community.

Susan Grant
NSW /ACT

Susan is the originator of
the Songbirds charity that
performs musical variety
shows in nursing homes.
The shows are performed
by volunteers. Susan writes the
scripts and finds music, then creates
backing tapes.

Trudi
Penrose-Starr SA
After the death of her
twin girls in 2002, Trudi
created and manages a
program for bereaved

parents called the Teddy Love Club
which she approaches with energy and
passion and provides counselling and
assistance.

Boris Struk VIC
With the intention of
helping others in the same
situation as his son Ryan,
Boris formed the Muscular
Dystrophy Association.
Over 20 years, he has turned it into a
successful non-profit organisation.

Mary Kay TAS

As the founder of Smithton
Sea Rescue, which she
runs single-handedly,
73-year-old grandmother
Mary rises at 5.15am

every day to prepare her 6am broadcast,
finishing her final update at 10pm.

Noeline Clamp QLD
Noeline is known as
'Mum" to more than 500
refugees to whom she
has opened her house
and heart, helping them
o settle into their new environment by

finding accommodation and helping
them get jobs.

Margaret Peters WA
For the past 32 years,
Margaret has worked in
the south-west of WA for
women and children who
have experienced the trauma

of sexual abuse and/or family violence.
She has given a third of her life as a
volunteer, raising community awareness,
advocating for victims and lobbying
government.

George
Kannourakis
VIC

Instead of getting
cancer patients
to come to him,

George lightens the load by
driving to his patients every
fortnight. George is more than
happy to take his work home
with him.

Lyndymarie
Aquilladequilettes NT
Lyndy is a volunteer with
the Edith Farms Volunteer
Bushfire Brigade, is
actively involved with

organising the Katherine Country Music
Muster each year and has been a foster
carer to many children for more than
50 years.

CARE AND COMPASSION
MEDAL
To recognise a professional or volunteer
carer or group, nurse or member of the
medical profession who has made a
significant improvement to the lives
of those around them.

For 20 years Lue Byrne
has been the only enrolled
nurse in a small township
in the Riverina district of
NSW, some 65km from

the nearest hospital.

Belinda Coyte
SA

Dr Belinda Coyte
is a mother of five
who consistently
goes above and

beyond the call of duty, ensuring
members of the community
receive the proper care they
deserve.
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Piemontese TAS

While on maternity leave
before the birth of her
youngest (now five),
Jenny responded to an
advert seeking foster

carers. And she has never looked back.

Mary Alcorn QLD
Mary, a registered nurse
has been executive
director of a long-term
residential rehabilitation
program since its
inception in 1987.

Claudia Woodroffe WA
Claudia is the Transplant
Nurse Co-ordinator. She
has made a significant
difference to improving the
life of people with kidney

failure and those in need of a transplant.

Douglas Kinter NT
Doug's wife Julie was
diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis in 1982 and
since that time he has
been her full-time carer.
Doug ensures Julie gets to all her
medical appointments, as well as
performing day-to-day duties.

OUTSTANDING BRAVERY
MEDAL
For those who, through their acts of
bravery, helped save or attempted to
save a life or have overcome personal
adversity through determination and
strength of character.

Jeremy Warren
NSW / ACT

A man of 150kg had
jumped off a boat into a
river mudflat and sunk up
to his neck. Jeremy spent
the next two hours getting the man free
before the tide came in.

Brett Perry SA

On Australia Day this
year, Brett rescued three
strangers from a rip
off South Australia's
Waitpinga Beach.

To his great distress he could not
rescue the fourth person, who suffered
a heart attack.

John Kendrick VIC
Yorin Miller VIC
John (below) and Yorin
(right) were asked to
support a bulldozer

driver who
was creating firebreaks
during the Black Saturday
bushfires. Battling the
extreme conditions, the
pair rescued the driver.

Tyana McIntosh TAS

Tyana noticed a house in
her street was alight, called
000 and then rushed to the
house, breaking a window
and getting inside to wake

the mother. She then herded the mother
and children to safety.

Brad Draper QLD
Not thinking of his own
safety, Brad entered a
burning house, having to
stoop low because of the
smoke, saw a woman in a
bedroom and was able to take her to
safety just before the roof of the house
collapsed.

Morgan Wise NT
Andrew Demetriou NT
Tiernan Anderson NT
Acting on impulse, Morgan, Andrew and
Tiernan jumped into a dangerously
swollen creek to rescue a boy tangled
in a rope, before administering CPR.

Richard Wells WA
Senior Constable Wells
dived into the ocean where
a man was unconscious

3
and stuck to the ocean
floor. He began mouth-

to-mouth underwater at great risk to
himself.

FAIR GO MEDAL
For an Australian permanent
resident or citizen, born
overseas, who has enriched
Australia through their honesty
hard work and willingness to
embrace their new home.

Abdallah was instrumental
in establishing the Australian
National Sports Club.

community,

Abdallah
Tabbaa
NSW / ACT

A pillar of the
Sydney Muslim

Peggy Spencer SA
Since immigrating from
England in 1951, Peggy
has contributed to several
communities and has
made the lives of many

better by her volunteer work.

Eileen Pica VIC

After migrating in 1963,
Eileen raised four children
while studying and
working full-time, and
dedicated any spare time
to volunteering.

Saba Abraham QLD
Saba is a founding member
of the Queensland African
Communities Council and
the Multicultural Develop-
ment Association.

Romilda Amorosa TAS
Romilda raises funds for
the Cancer Council and
it is at the annual Biggest
Morning Tea at her house
that she excels, having
raised more than $64,000 over
the years.
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Jan Klein WA
Jan joined Lions
International in 1972
and is still a very active
member, assisting with
fundraising and charities
of people in need. He also helps out in
indigenous communities.

Mavis Swindells NT
Mavis is 98 years old and
spends her days knitting
dolls and trauma teddies
that are donated to the
Red Cross. These dolls

are mainly given to children in hospital,
but have also been sent to the Victorian
bushfire victims.

CHILD OF COURAGE
MEDAL
A child up to 14 who has helped save,
or attempted to save, the life of another
or overcome personal adversity through
determination and strength of character.

Molly Wood NSW / ACT (centre left)

In 2003, 50 per cent of Molly's body
was burnt in a terrible accident. Today,
she still receives treatment twice a day
seven days a week, 365 days a year.
She rarely complains and her spirit is
inspiring.

Lukas Laakmann SA
At the age of 11, Lukas
courageously takes care of
his mother who has Type
1 diabetes, making sure
her blood sugar level is at

a sufficient state. Twice when he's been
unable to wake her he has called 000.

Tate Kemp VIC

Tate, a gutsy seven-
year-old with cerebral
palsy, has for the past
three years tackled two
marathons in his walker
to raise money for children with cerebral
palsy. In his first marathon he and his
team raised more than $13,000.

Dunning TAS

Quick-thinking Tyson
Dunning took charge when
his family home caught
fire in October last year.
The 11-year-old told his

mother to call 000 while he ushered four
of his younger brothers and sisters
to safety.

Ainsleigh Friedrich
QLD

Ainsleigh, 10, underwent
her first heart surgery at
the age of four and has
had open-heart surgery
seven times. She continues to defy
the odds and her upbeat spirit is an
inspiration to all who know her.

Amy Pope WA

Police said that 14-year-
old Amy's concise 000
call after friends were
caught in a rip allowed
a rescue team to be

deployed quickly and that her statement
and diagram of the scene helped direct
rescue divers. She showed a maturity
beyond her years.
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