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Raising the cause of friends’ son
Natalie Dragon

ANDREW Hartney is preparing to
pedal more than 500km through
Vietnam’s rugged mountain and
coastal terrain to help raise funds for
research into a cure for muscular
dystrophy.

The Eltham cyclist is among 35 riders
taking part in the gruelling
ChallengeMD! 13-day journey from
Hanoi to Ho Chi Minh City next month
to raise awareness of the progressive
muscle-destroying disorder.

Mr Hartney signed up after friends
Katrina and Brett Bugeja’s four-year-
old son Ben was diagnosed with the
condition last year.

‘‘It was pretty devastating; it came
completely out of the blue,’’ Mr
Hartney said. ‘‘I knew of the name
muscular dystrophy and that it had
something to do with muscles, but I
didn’t really know what it meant for
Ben. I didn’t realise there was no cure.’’

Mr Hartney said Ben had been diag-
nosed with the severest form of the
disorder, Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy.

‘‘He will be in a wheelchair in a couple
of years. At the moment he is wearing
calipers at night,’’ he said.

Each cyclist has to raise $5000 to enter
the event. Mr Hartney said the support
of friends, family and the community
had helped him raise about $7000.

He said the team had cycled about
3000km in preparation for the bike ride
that will take them through dense
jungle and the barely inhabited central
highlands of Vietnam.

‘‘It will be very challenging. One day
we will ride over 110km, with 17km up
hill at the end. It will be a unique
experience for us to share and the first
we will do in support of Ben,’’ he said.
� To sponsor a rider or make a
donation, go to www.challengemd.org
or phone the Muscular Dystrophy
Association on 9320 9555.
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AndrewHartneywill ride in Vietnam to raisemoney for theMuscular Dystrophy
Association. Picture: LAWRENCE PINDER N32DV300
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