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Plea for brave son
Adrian Ballantyne

AT SEVEN-years old, Adrian
Karinja ran and played like any
normal kid.

While a school nurse noted that he
walked strangely, life was good for
the Mt Martha schoolboy.

But inside, his muscles were
slowly wasting away.

Adrian was diagnosed with
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy
four years ago.

While he battled valiantly to main-
tain a normal life as his muscles
became weaker and weaker, his
legs finally gave out last year.
‘‘Last year he was still walking,

but needed help, then two weeks
after he just collapsed and couldn’t
walk anymore,’’ his mother
Javorka Karinja said.

Like many sufferers of the disease,
Adrian, now 11, will soon require
corrective surgery, as his weaken-
ing back muscles struggle to hold
him up.

Even with the surgery, most suf-
ferers die of respiratory failure at
about 20-years old.

While Adrian’s family knows he
will be lucky to reach his late teens,
they are determined to make his
final years as memorable and enjoy-
able as possible.

‘‘He’s such a lovely boy, always
smiling, and he gives us strength,’’
Mrs Karinja said.

But confined to a wheelchair,
Adrian’s days are layered with
frustration as he struggles to con-
centrate in school and keep pace
with his friends.

‘‘He likes friends and he likes
school, but it looks like he’s becom-
ing more and more frustrated,’’ Mrs
Karinja said.

‘‘He tells me, ‘I hate myself, I hate
my body’. It’s hard hearing a child
say that.’’

As Adrian continues to weaken,
yet also grow, the task of moving
him from his wheelchair to the
family car and around the house is
becoming more difficult by the day.

His father, Roland Karinja, helps
when he can, but works an hour
away.

‘‘I have to lift him from car to
wheelchair and wheelchair to car

and he’s a heavy boy now, 40kg, so
(with) my back I can’t do it,’’ Mrs
Karinja said.

The Karinjas are raising money to
buy Adrian an electric wheelchair
and a vehicle to transport him.

The electric wheelchair will make
it easier for him when he visits his
osteopath and various specialists,
but will also allow the family to take
him out to see people and places,
Mrs Karinja said.
� Anyone who may be able to
help the Karinjas by donating to
their cause can do so at
Mornington Commonwealth
Bank or by contacting Roland
Karinja, 0411 793 333.

‘‘He tellsme, ‘I hate
myself, I hatemybody’.
It’s hardhearingachild
say that

JAVORKAKARINJA,Adrian’smother
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Javorka Karinjawith her sonAdrian. Picture: VALERIU CAMPAN. N03ML101
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