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Government listens to disability charity and amends Bill to protect those over 65 in the NDIS 
 
Muscular Dystrophy Australia’s (MDA) Executive Director, Boris M Struk, is today rejoicing in the fact his 
opinion presented to the Senate Community Affairs Legislation Committee was taken on board by the 
Government to not discontinue people’s disability support after they turn 65. 
 
“I am very pleased with the Government’s decision to review and, in turn, terminate the plan to cancel 
people’s disability benefits after they turn 65, as was originally outlined in the new National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS),” said Mr Struk.  
 
On 21 February 2013 Mr Struk represented MDA at a meeting of the Senate Community Affairs Legislation 
Committee regarding the newly developed NDIS, in Melbourne, where he strongly advocated a view 
supported by other disability associations to continue people’s disability support after they turn 65. 
 
The announcement was made yesterday that after consultation with stakeholders in the aged care and 
disability sectors, including MDA, amendments will be introduced to the Bill to ensure that people with 
degenerative conditions who are under the age of 65 can enter the NDIS and those over the age of 65 are 
able to choose to stay in the scheme.  
 
“I presented before the Committee to represent those in the community who are unable to represent 
themselves, those living with the muscle destroying disorder Muscular Dystrophy. I gave them a voice and I 
am very satisfied that it was heard,” said Mr Struk.  
 
“It would be inhumane to cut off these individuals from government support just because they reached their 
65th birthday, where in fact, achieving that milestone should be something that is celebrated,” said Mr Struk.  
 
“My son has Muscular Dystrophy so I know first-hand the support needed and for most the level of care 
required is unfathomable. I can be out of bed, on average, about every 45 minutes every night, moving a 
hand, shifting a pillow, adjusting the night mask, because my son is on full-time ventilation,” said Mr Struk.  
 
“At MDA we have provided over 1 million hours of care and respite for those in the community with Muscular 
Dystrophy and this condition alone has 60 distinct neuromuscular variations that manifest in the paediatric, 
teenage, middle aged and elderly,” said Mr Struk.  
 
“I am pleased with the amendment to the Bill and hope the Government can go further in helping those in the 
community who need our care, support and recognition,” said Mr Struk.  
 
For more information on Muscular Dystrophy Australia please visit: www.mda.org.au  
 
Or to read the full Hansard script or report on the Senate Enquiry visit: 
http://aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate_Committees?url=clac_ctte/completed_inquiri
es/2010-13/ndis/index.htm  

To arrange an interview with Muscular Dystrophy Australia Executive Director, Boris M Struk, please contact:  
 
Media representative: MDA Public Relations and Communications Manager, Courtney Burger  
Mobile: 0439 784 890  
Phone: (03) 9320 9555  
Email: Courtney.Burger@mda.org.au 
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