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MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION 

CONCERNED ABOUT GOVERNMENT’S WELFARE 
OVERHAUL FOR DISABLED 

 
 

 The Muscular Dystrophy Association is concerned that proposed changes under the 
Government’s welfare-to-work plans may further disadvantage those in our community 
with a disability. 

 
Under the proposed changes, it was reported in The Age today that sole parents and the 
disabled who are pushed onto the dole through the Government’s welfare-to-work plans 
may be forced to wait up to 13 weeks for income support if they have savings of more than 
$2,500.  Disabled people and sole parents moved onto the dole from July will lose a 
week’s worth of benefits for every $1,000 more than $2,500 they have in savings. 
 
The Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) believes that a threshold of $2,500 is too 
shallow and doesn’t take into account the ongoing costs associated with disability.  On top 
of cuts to their weekly welfare income, the people impacted by the new plans would be 
forced to delve into any savings they have in order to pay for basic living expenses. 
 
Many of our clients are already in low-income households and could find it difficult to make 
ends meet if their payments are reduced when they are moved onto the dole” confirmed 
Boris Struk, MDA’s Executive Director.  “To make them wait up to 13 weeks to receive any 
benefits will only serve to further disadvantage the people in our community who are 
already struggling.” 
 
To put this into perspective, many of MDA’s clients are unable to work due to their 
disability, and so rely on welfare payments as their main source of income.  Those that are 
confined to wheelchairs often rely on taxis as their only means of transport.  Recent cuts to 
taxi funding for the disabled means that these people are limited to a meager $30 per 
week Mobility Allowance for this purpose.  Those that are able to save any money after 
meeting everyday living expenses, need to do so in order to meet gap payments for 
mobility aids, wheelchair or scooter maintenance, and other essential aids and equipment.  
And that’s before taking into consideration ordinary expenses like mortgages, rent, rates 
health cover and so on. 
 
“Given the government’s repeated calls for Australians to increase savings, it is ironic to 
think that low-income groups will now be penalised for attempting to do just that” 
commented Mr Struk.  “The changes to the welfare system are a direct contradiction to the 
government’s stance on saving and hit the pockets of those that are least able to afford 
their savings being whittled away.   
 
The Muscular Dystrophy Association calls on the government to reassess its proposed 
overhaul of the welfare system to ensure that the disabled are not further disadvantaged 
by government cost-cutting measures. 
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